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UPSC MAINS ESSAY QUESTION PAPER 2025

Write two essays, choosing one topic from each of the following Sections A and B, in
about 1000-1200 words each: 125×2=250 marks

खंड – A / SECTION – A

1. सत्य को कोई रंग नहीं लगता हैी। Truth knows no color.

2. बिना लडे़ हीी दुश्मन को परास्त करना युद्ध की सर्वोच्च कला हैी। The supreme art

of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.

3. बर्वचार एक दुबनया खोजता हैी और एक िनाता भी हैी। Thought finds a world and

creates one also.

4. सिसे अच्छे सिक कड़रे्व अनुभर्वं से हीी सीखे जाते ही।ं Best lessons are learnt

through bitter experiences.

खंड – B / SECTION – B

5. मैले पानी को अकेला छोड़ देने से हीी उसे साफ़ बकया जा सकता हैी। Muddy water is

best cleared by leaving it alone.

6. र्वर्ष िहुीत कुछ बसखाते ही,ं जो बदन कभी नहीं जानते। The years teach much which

the days never know.

7. जीर्वन को यात्रा के रूप मं देखना सर्वोत्तम हैी, न बक गन्तव्य के रूप मं। It is best to

see life as a journey, not as a destination.

8. संतोर् स्र्वाभाबर्वक सम्पबत हैी, बर्वलाबसता कृबत्रम बनर्षनता हैी। Contentment is natural

wealth, luxury is artificial poverty.
***

UPSC MAINS ESSAY 2025 – EXPERT ANALYSIS BY CGS RAIPUR
1. Nature of the Paper

 Continuity, not change: Format unchanged – 2 sections (A & B), 4 topics each, write
one from each (~1000–1200 words).

 Philosophical shift continues:
o Section A: Abstract–Philosophical themes → “Truth knows no color”,
“Thought creates world”.

o Section B: Reflective–Ethical themes → “Muddy water…”, “Contentment is
natural wealth”.
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 Paper tests not knowledge, but ideas, depth of thought, and administrative
suitability.

2. What UPSC is Really Testing
1. Philosophical depth→ Ability to simplify abstract concepts.
2. Interdisciplinary thinking → Linking philosophy with history, polity, society,
economics, governance.

3. Balanced outlook→ Avoid extremes, show both strengths & limitations.
4. Contemporary relevance→ Connect abstract ideas to real issues (fake news, climate
crisis, diplomacy, technology).

5. Administrative acumen→Howwould a civil servant apply these values in governance,
policy, conflict resolution?

3. Section-wise Nature
Section A – Philosophical & Abstract

 Truth knows no color→Universality of truth beyond prejudice, race, ideology.
 Supreme art of war…→Diplomacy, non-violent strategies, conflict resolution.
 Thought finds a world… → Ideas as drivers of change (science, revolutions,
constitutions).

 Best lessons…→ Failures, crises as best teachers (COVID-19, 1991 reforms, wars).
Section B – Reflective & Ethical

 Muddy water… → Patience, restraint, letting time heal (personal, diplomatic,
ecological).

 Years teach much…→ Long-term perspective vs. short-termism.
 Life as a journey…→ Value of process, resilience, Karma Yoga.
 Contentment vs. luxury→Minimalism vs. consumerism, sustainability vs. excess.

4. Approach to Writing Essays
 Introduction

o Anecdote, historical moment, quote, or real-world incident.
o Define the idea in simple, relatable words.

 Body (70–80%)
o Multi-dimensional analysis: Philosophy, history, society, politics, economy,
ethics, administration.

o Counter-argument: Balance is rewarded.
o Contemporary relevance: Governance, policies, current affairs.

 Conclusion
o Optimistic, future-oriented (India @2047, global peace, sustainability).
o End with a visionary call or a powerful quote.

5. Examples & Thinkers for Enrichment
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 Truth: Gandhi (Satyagraha), MLK Jr. (Civil Rights), Kant (categorical imperative),
Ambedkar (social justice).

 Subduing enemy without war: Sun Tzu, Kautilya, Gandhi’s non-violence, Nelson
Mandela, Cold War deterrence.

 Ideas creating worlds: French Revolution (liberty-equality-fraternity), Indian
Constitution, AI revolution.

 Bitter lessons: Partition, World Wars → UN; COVID → health infra; 1991 reforms →
economic liberalization.

 Muddy water: Taoist wisdom, Gandhian patience, diplomacy (Cuban missile crisis
restraint).

 Years vs. days: Elders’ wisdom, environmental lessons, long-term reforms (education,
women empowerment).

 Life as journey: Bhagavad Gita’s Nishkama Karma, UPSC journey, scientific
exploration.

 Contentment vs. luxury: Gandhian simplicity, Buddhist Aparigraha, Bhutan’s GNH vs.
GDP race, climate sustainability.

6. Strategic Takeaways
 Essays are about vision, not just facts.
 Facts and anecdotes strengthen, but ideas show leadership quality.
 This year’s paper favours aspirants with reflective maturity who can connect
philosophy with governance.

 Administrative temperament must shine – conflict resolution, ethical decision-making, people-first governance.
7. Practice Strategy (Using This Paper)

 Selection filter (3Cs): Pick topic where you have Content + Credibility + Confidence.
 Brainstorm (15–20 min): Mind map → philosophy, history, society, polity,
governance, international, personal.

 Draft flow: Intro → multi-dimensional body → counter-view → contemporary
application → hopeful conclusion.

 Timed writing (90 min/essay) to build stamina and coherence.
✅ Final CGS Take
The 2025 Essay Paper is a continuation of UPSC’s trend of testing philosophical maturity,
balance of judgment, and administrative temperament rather than bookish knowledge.
Success will depend on the aspirant’s ability to:

 Interpret abstract topics in simple, logical terms,
 Connect them with history, governance, and contemporary issues, and
 End with an optimistic, futuristic vision.

👉 In short, this year rewards “thinkers” who can express like “leaders.”
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1. TRUTH KNOWS NO COLOR
“Truth is like the sun. You can shut it out for a time, but it isn’t going away.”—Elvis Presley.
At the core of human civilization, amidst shifting empires, social revolutions, and
technological upheavals, one constant has remained: the search for truth. Truth, by its very
nature, is impartial, unyielding, and colorless. It transcends boundaries of race, caste, creed,
religion, and nation. To say “truth knows no color” is to affirm that truth is not bound by
human prejudices, ideologies, or labels—it simply exists, shining equally on all, waiting to be
acknowledged. The statement is not only philosophical but also deeply ethical, political, and
social in its implications.
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Human history offers repeated proof that truth, even when suppressed, resurfaces with
greater strength. Mahatma Gandhi’s principle of Satyagraha rested on this faith. When
colonial power tried to suppress India’s voice, Gandhi stood firm on the idea that truth is
beyond the might of weapons or policies. The struggle for freedom across the world—from
Martin Luther King Jr. in America to Nelson Mandela in South Africa—echoed the same
principle. They all recognized that truth has no color, that justice rooted in truth cannot be
confined to a single race, class, or ideology.
Philosophically, truth is often equated with universality. Plato called it the highest form of
reality, while Indian philosophy described it as Satyam Shivam Sundaram—truth, godliness,
and beauty being inseparable. In Buddhism, the “Four Noble Truths” are not contextual to a
community but universal to human suffering. Similarly, the Upanishads proclaim, Satyameva
Jayate—Truth alone triumphs. These diverse traditions show that truth has always been
conceived as something higher than human divisions, something absolute.
In contemporary times, truth remains a contested but guiding principle. Consider the ongoing
debates about climate change. Science presents a clear truth: human actions are driving
environmental crises. Yet, for decades, vested interests, lobbies, and denialism tried to paint
this truth in colors of ideology and politics. But slowly, truth asserted itself. Rising
temperatures, extreme weather events, and global consensus on climate action affirm that
truth cannot be hidden by temporary ignorance. Greta Thunberg’s activism is a modern
reminder that truth has no color—it appeals to humanity at large.
The world of justice also demonstrates this principle. The Nuremberg Trials after World War
II sought to establish that truth about crimes against humanity cannot be concealed under
the garb of nationalism or military obedience. Similarly, India’s Right to Information Act and
the global movement towards transparency are institutional ways of accepting that truth
must belong to the people, free from manipulation. A court of law may hear two sides, but
its commitment is only to truth, not to the power or color of the parties involved.
On a moral plane, truth is essential for individual integrity. As Mahatma Gandhi said, “Even if
you are a minority of one, the truth is the truth.” Lies may serve comfort or convenience, but
they corrode the foundation of character. Luxury, power, and status may offer an illusion of
color, but they cannot alter truth. For instance, corporate scandals like Enron or financial
frauds like Satyam in India may have thrived temporarily, but the truth eventually stripped
away the façade, proving that deceit is unsustainable.
Truth also plays a central role in social justice. Discrimination on the basis of caste, race, or
gender thrives on the denial of truth—that all humans are inherently equal. The civil rights
movement in the U.S. exposed this denial. Martin Luther King Jr.’s assertion that “the arc of
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the moral universe is long, but it bends towards justice” reflects the inevitable triumph of
truth over falsehood. In India, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar fought against the deeply entrenched caste
system, bringing forth the truth of equality enshrined in the Constitution. In both contexts,
the truth was not partial—it did not belong to one caste or race—it was universal.
However, truth is often uncomfortable and resisted. George Orwell warned, “In a time of
deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act.” Fake news, post-truth politics, and
manipulated narratives in today’s world show how truth is being distorted by technology and
power. But the principle remains: the more it is twisted, the more valuable it becomes. When
social media is flooded with misinformation, fact-checking organizations, independent
journalism, and citizen awareness campaigns emerge to reaffirm truth’s universality.
In the personal dimension too, truth is liberating. Relationships, whether in family or society,
are sustainable only when based on truth. Lies may provide temporary escape, but they
eventually unravel bonds. The Bhagavad Gita emphasizes that the greatest dharma is
adherence to truth, for it leads to inner peace. Similarly, modern psychology affirms that
living authentically—true to one’s self—is key to mental well-being. The concept of Satya in
yoga underscores that truth is not justmoral discipline but away of being alignedwith reality.
At the same time, truth demands courage. Socrates chose death over abandoning his pursuit
of truth. Galileo suffered persecution for speaking the scientific truth about the universe.
Whistleblowers today—like Edward Snowden or Julian Assange—reflect the same dilemma:
truth is often resisted by those in power. Yet their actions remind us that truth is not the
possession of one side but the heritage of all humankind.
Importantly, truth bridges divide in an era of polarization. In politics, the challenge is often to
color truth with partisan shades. But genuine democracy flourishes only when citizens and
leaders respect truth over propaganda. Abraham Lincoln once said, “Let the people know the
truth and the country is safe.” In India, electoral debates, governance, and policymaking must
move beyond rhetoric towards truth-based discussions. Sustainable development, poverty
alleviation, or social harmony can only be achievedwhen truth is acknowledged as universal.
Thus, the phrase “Truth knows no color” is more than a moral platitude—it is a guiding
philosophy for life and society. Truth is eternal, impartial, and liberating. It is the bedrock of
justice, the soul of democracy, the compass of science, and the foundation of morality. While
lies and prejudices may temporarily overshadow it, truth always resurfaces, asserting its
universality.
As we look forward to a future shaped by rapid change—artificial intelligence, climate
challenges, global migration, and cultural conflicts—the need to uphold truth becomes even
more vital. Humanity cannot afford to fragment truth along racial, religious, or national lines.
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In the words of Mahatma Gandhi, “Truth is God.” Recognizing its colorless universality is not
just a moral choice but the very basis of survival, justice, and peace in our shared world.
In conclusion, truth stands beyond color, beyond prejudice, beyond division. It belongs to no
one and yet to everyone. Lies and falsehoods may offer temporary shelter, but they collapse
under the weight of reality. Truth, on the other hand, endures—like light, like air, like the
moral law within. It is the only force capable of uniting humanity in its diversity. To embrace
the truth is to embrace universality, integrity, and justice. And perhaps, that is why the
greatest thinkers, saints, and reformers have always placed truth above all else. For when
truth knows no color, it becomes the true color of humanity itself.

***

2. THE SUPREME ART OF WAR IS TO SUBDUE THE ENEMYWITHOUT FIGHTING
War has always been an inevitable part of human history, but so has the yearning to prevent
it. From the battlefields of Kurukshetra to the nuclear standoff of the Cold War, humanity has
repeatedly witnessed the devastation caused when reason fails and weapons take charge.
Sun Tzu, the ancient Chinese strategist, famously wrote in The Art of War that the highest
form of warfare is not to annihilate the enemy in bloody conflict, but to subdue him without
fighting. This idea elevates war from a matter of brute force to a matter of intellect,
diplomacy, psychological manoeuvring, and moral high ground. It is an idea deeply relevant
in our interconnected 21st-century world where battles are fought less with swords andmore
with narratives, economies, technologies, and ideas.
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The essence of this statement lies in the understanding that victory is not merely about
defeating the opponent on the battlefield, but about achieving objectives in a manner that
preserves resources, minimizes suffering, and ensures long-term stability. To subdue without
fighting is to recognize that the most powerful victories are those where the opponent
concedes willingly, often because they are morally, psychologically, or strategically cornered.
In this sense, true strength lies not in destruction but in restraint.
History offers compelling illustrations of this wisdom. The Mauryan Emperor Ashoka, after
the bloody conquest of Kalinga, realized that the real art of governance lay not in expanding
his empire through continuous wars, but in winning the allegiance of his people through
Dhamma. By embracing non-violence and moral persuasion, he subdued not just territories
but hearts and minds. Similarly, in the 20th century, Mahatma Gandhi’s philosophy of
satyagraha demonstrated how non-violent resistance could defeat even the mightiest
colonial empire. The British were militarily stronger, yet they were morally and politically
subdued without India engaging in a full-fledged military war. Gandhi transformed political
struggle into a moral battle where the oppressor’s conscience became the battleground.
In the modern geopolitical order, this principle plays out in various subtle yet decisive forms.
Consider the Cold War: despite being the most militarized period in history, the United States
and the Soviet Union never engaged in a direct large-scale war. Instead, the Soviet Union
eventually collapsed under the weight of economic stagnation, ideological exhaustion, and
internal dissent, subdued without a conventional battlefield defeat. Similarly, the strategic
use of economic sanctions today reflects the idea of subduing without fighting—forcing a
change in behaviour not through bombs but through financial and trade blockades, as seen
in the sanctions imposed on Russia or Iran.
At the level of individuals and societies, this principle too holds immense wisdom. In
leadership, the greatest leaders are not those who crush dissent violently but those who
convert critics into collaborators. Nelson Mandela’s journey is exemplary: instead of seeking
revenge after his release from prison, he chose reconciliation, ensuring that South Africa
subdued the poisonous enemy of apartheid without plunging into civil war. In business too,
corporations increasingly recognize that hostile takeovers or cut-throat competition are less
sustainable than cooperation, innovation, and building ecosystems where rivals become
partners.
The relevance of subduing without fighting also extends into newer domains of cyber warfare,
information wars, and climate negotiations. Today, a country’s ability to dominate narratives,
influence public opinion globally, or create technological dependence often achieves more
than weapons. China’s Belt and Road Initiative, for instance, is not just an economic project
but also a geopolitical tool—an attempt to bind countries in relationships of dependency,
where subduing is done through debt and infrastructure, not missiles. Similarly, the global
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campaign for climate change mitigation reflects another form of “subduing without
fighting”—persuading nations to cooperate against the common enemy of environmental
collapse, instead of engaging in resource wars.
At the philosophical level, the statement reflects the higher moral ground of human
civilization. Wars of the past were often justified as necessities, but humanity has now
matured to realize that the cost of war is far higher than its rewards. In the age of nuclear
weapons, no war can be considered “limited,” for even a small miscalculation can wipe out
civilizations. Therefore, subduing an enemy without fighting is not merely an art of war—it is
an imperative of survival. Peace, negotiation, and diplomacy are no longer luxuries; they are
existential necessities.
However, the idea should not be misunderstood as weakness or passivity. Subduing without
fighting requires immense strength, preparation, and strategic clarity. It means creating
conditions where fighting becomes unnecessary because deterrence, moral authority, or
psychological edge has already tilted the balance. India’s doctrine of “credible minimum
deterrence” in nuclear policy is one such example—it ensures peace by convincing
adversaries that war is futile. Similarly, the European Union’s formation subdued centuries of
conflict within Europe by weaving nations into such deep economic and political
interdependence that war became irrational.
In contemporary India, the principle is reflected in the handling of complex challenges like
counter-insurgency and diplomacy. For instance, efforts to integrate the Northeast with the
mainstream through development and dialogue aim to win peace not through force alone
but by addressing aspirations. Even in international relations, India’s role as a voice of the
Global South, promoting peace at forums like the G20, reflects the attempt to command
respect and influence without coercion.
Yet, this principle also faces challenges. There are times when force becomes unavoidable—
when aggressors refuse to be subdued by any means other than military action, as seen in
the fight against terrorism or in humanitarian interventions. The art, therefore, lies in knowing
when to fight andwhen towinwithout fighting. Blind pacifism can be as dangerous as reckless
militarism.
In conclusion, the supreme art of war lies not in destruction but in persuasion, not in
bloodshed but in wisdom, not in subjugation of bodies but in winning over minds. To subdue
the enemy without fighting is to embrace the higher order of human intelligence where
strategy, morality, and foresight triumph over violence. It is a principle that resonates with
the wisdom of ancient thinkers, the struggles of freedom movements, the manoeuvres of
geopolitics, and the ethics of leadership. As the world confronts unprecedented global
challenges—climate change, pandemics, cyber insecurities, and ideological extremism—this
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philosophy remains our greatest hope. True strength today is measured not in the weapons
we stockpile, but in the conflicts, we avoid, the enemies we transform into friends, and the
peace we preserve for generations to come.

***

3. THOUGHT FINDS A WORLD AND CREATES ONE ALSO.
“Man is but a bundle of thoughts; what he thinks, he becomes,” said Swami Vivekananda.
Indeed, thought is not a passive reflection of reality, but an active force that shapes both
individual destinies and collective civilizations. The human mind has the unique ability not
only to perceive and interpret the world but also to imagine, design, and build entirely new
ones. History is replete with examples where ideas have birthed revolutions, transformed
societies, and created institutions that define our lives even today.
At its core, the statement “Thought finds a world and creates one also” captures the dialectic
of discovery and creation. On one hand, thought uncovers truths hidden in nature, society,
and the human psyche—scientific principles, moral values, constitutional ideals. On the other
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hand, it does not stop there; it actively constructs institutions, practices, and systems based
on those discoveries, thereby giving concrete shape to abstract imagination.
Take the Indian freedom movement. The initial thought was simple—an aspiration for self-
rule. Leaders like Dadabhai Naoroji exposed economic exploitation through his “Drain
Theory,” thereby finding a world of colonial injustice. Mahatma Gandhi’s thought
transformed it into a world of non-violent resistance—satyagraha—that mobilized millions
and reshaped not just India, but global anti-colonial struggles. Similarly, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s
idea of social equality found its roots in centuries of oppression but created an entirely new
constitutional world based on liberty, equality, and fraternity.
Globally too, thought has been the origin of epochal changes. The Enlightenment thinkers—
Voltaire, Rousseau, Locke—first discovered the world of reason and individual rights, then
created the modern democratic order. The industrial revolution began as a scientific
discovery—James Watt’s steam engine—but transformed into a socio-economic world of
factories, urbanization, and capitalism. Conversely, destructive ideologies like fascism and
racial supremacy remind us that not all thoughts create progressive worlds; ideas too carry
responsibility.
In the Indian context, the Constitution itself is the finest testimony to the creative power of
thought. It is not merely a document but a world imagined by its framers. Ambedkar, drawing
from Western liberalism and Indian social realities, discovered the challenges of caste,
inequality, and poverty, and then created a framework for a modern welfare state. Directive
Principles of State Policy, Fundamental Rights, and the idea of affirmative action are
embodiments of thought turned into institutional reality.
The contemporary world continues to illustrate this. The thought of sustainable development,
born out of the realization of environmental degradation, has created global frameworks like
the Paris Climate Agreement and the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals. The idea of digital
empowerment has given rise to India’s Digital Public Infrastructure—from Aadhaar to UPI—
creating a new governance paradigm admired across the globe. Similarly, the idea of
inclusivity is shaping debates around gender equality, LGBTQ rights, and disability justice.
From a governance perspective, thought is also central to administrative innovation. The
vision of “Minimum Government, Maximum Governance” or “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas” is not just political rhetoric, but a thought-process that attempts to find
solutions in participatory governance and create systems that are transparent, accountable,
and citizen-centric. The success of programs like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan was not merely in
toilets built but in changing social thought about cleanliness and dignity of labor.
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Yet, thought is not confined to leaders and policymakers. Every individual discovers and
creates their world through thought. A student choosing a career, an entrepreneur
envisioning a startup, or a farmer adopting new technology—all represent thought finding
and creating a world. Modern India’s vibrant startup ecosystem, now among the world’s top
three, was unimaginable two decades ago but was created by young minds reimagining
solutions.
Philosophically too, the statement resonates deeply. The Upanishads proclaimed, “You are
what your deep driving desire is.” Buddhism emphasized right thought as the first step in the
Eightfold Path. Both Indian and Western traditions converge on the idea that thoughts
precede actions, and actions shape reality. Thus, individual and collective destinies are
nothing but the manifestation of thought.
However, we must remember that thought without grounding can become utopian. For
instance, the idea of unregulated globalization promised prosperity but also created a world
of inequality, jobless growth, and environmental strain. Similarly, ideologies of religious
extremism create worlds of division and conflict. Hence, thought must be guided by ethics,
empathy, and evidence, lest it create dystopias.
In a rapidly changing global order, where artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and climate
change are rewriting the very basis of human existence, the power of thought will be tested
like never before. India, with its civilizational wisdom and youthful energy, stands at the
crossroads. If our thoughts remain rooted in inclusivity, justice, and sustainability, we can
create not just a “New India” but contribute to a new world order.
Thus, thought is both a mirror and a lamp—it reflects the world as it is and illuminates the
world as it can be. The Indian freedom movement, the Constitution, global environmental
frameworks, technological revolutions—all are testaments to this duality. As civil servants,
policymakers, and citizens, the challenge is to ensure that our thoughts are responsible,
ethical, and progressive so that the worlds we create serve humanity at large.
In conclusion, the statement underlines the eternal truth of human civilization: we live in the
worlds that our thoughts construct. If our minds dwell on division, we inherit conflict; if we
nurture justice and creativity, we inherit progress. To think is, therefore, to create. And in this
lies both our greatest opportunity and our greatest responsibility.

***
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4. BEST LESSONS ARE LEARNT THROUGH BITTER EXPERIENCES.
Life is rarely a straight road. Progress—whether for an individual, a society, or a nation—
emerges not from uninterrupted comfort but from facing challenges, crises, and adversities.
The statement “Best lessons are learnt through bitter experiences” underlines this timeless
truth: hardship often becomes the most effective teacher. Bitter experiences test resilience,
challenge existing paradigms, and compel innovation. For a civil servant, policymaker, or
citizen, the ability to extract learning from adversity is the foundation of wise governance and
a progressive society.
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History, both ancient and modern, is full of evidence that humanity’s most transformative
ideas and reforms have emerged not in times of ease but from painful experiences. India’s
own national movement was shaped by a long series of struggles, sacrifices, and setbacks.
The Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919 was a deeply bitter moment in colonial history, but it
awakened the collective consciousness of the Indian people and galvanized the independence
movement into a mass struggle. Similarly, the partition of India in 1947 was a traumatic
national tragedy, but it also underscored the necessity of secularism, federalism, and inclusive
governance, principles that were enshrined in the Indian Constitution.
At the individual level, bitter experiences often shape character and leadership. Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s experiences of caste-based discrimination were bitter, but they led him to
champion social justice and become the chief architect of the Constitution. His life illustrates
how personal pain can be transformed into institutional reforms. Likewise,MahatmaGandhi’s
bitter encounter with racial discrimination in South Africa—being thrown out of a train
compartment—ignited his lifelong struggle against injustice through satyagraha, a method
that changed the course of history.
Even in governance and policy-making, crises often teach the most enduring lessons. India’s
food shortages in the 1960s, when the country depended heavily on PL-480 wheat imports
from the United States, were bitter reminders of vulnerability. Out of that adversity emerged
the Green Revolution, which transformed India into a self-sufficient and later surplus
producer of food grains. The 1991 balance of payments crisis was another bitter experience,
forcing India to mortgage its gold reserves. Yet, it also ushered in economic liberalization,
reforms, and integration with the global economy, which have shaped India’s modern growth
trajectory.
Global experiences, too, reaffirm this truth. The Great Depression of the 1930s shattered
millions of lives but also led to the rise of Keynesian economics and the welfare state. The
devastation of World War II was a bitter scar, yet it led to the creation of the United Nations,
the European Union, and institutions aimed at preventing future wars. The 2008 Global
Financial Crisis exposed the weaknesses of deregulated capitalism but also spurred regulatory
reforms, tighter banking supervision, and a renewed emphasis on financial prudence.
In contemporary times, the COVID-19 pandemic has been one of the bitterest experiences in
living memory. It caused loss of lives, livelihoods, and disrupted the global economy. Yet, it
has also accelerated learning in multiple domains: strengthening of digital governance,
investment in health infrastructure, the rise of telemedicine, and renewed focus on supply
chain resilience. For India, it led to innovations such as the CoWIN platform, accelerated
digital payment adoption, and schemes like Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan to reduce external
dependence. The crisis also spurred global collaboration in vaccine research, reminding
humanity that bitter experiences can drive collective problem-solving.
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Schemes and initiatives in India reflect lessons learnt from adversity. The Right to Information
(RTI) Act emerged from years of public frustration with opacity and corruption. The Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) was shaped by the bitter
reality of rural distress and seasonal unemployment. Swachh Bharat Mission emerged from
the long-neglected issue of sanitation, which had caused bitter health and dignity challenges,
especially for women. Similarly, the Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) scheme arose from the
bitter lessons of leakages in subsidies, ensuring that welfare reaches the intended
beneficiaries.
Even in environmental governance, bitter experiences have acted as turning points. The
Bhopal gas tragedy of 1984, one of the worst industrial disasters in history, highlighted the
need for strict environmental regulations, leading to the Environment Protection Act of 1986.
Recent climate-induced disasters like Uttarakhand floods or Chennai floods have further
reinforced the urgency of sustainable urban planning and disaster preparedness.
Psychologically and philosophically, bitter experiences deepen wisdom. Friedrich Nietzsche
once said, “That which does not kill us makes us stronger.” Bitter events compel reflection,
humility, and innovation. They force individuals and institutions to shed complacency. In
administrative life, too, a civil servant’s capacity to handle crises—be it communal violence,
natural disasters, or policy failures—shapes not only their decision-making but also their
empathy towards citizens.
Yet, it is important to recognize that not all bitter experiences automatically translate into
positive learning. They can also lead to cynicism, fatalism, or regression if society refuses to
introspect. For instance, despite multiple industrial accidents after Bhopal, India still struggles
with weak enforcement of environmental norms. Similarly, communal riots in India’s past
have often repeated due to the lack of sustained social reform. Thus, the key is not the
bitterness of the experience itself but the willingness to derive constructive lessons from it.
From an international perspective, bitter experiences continue to be instructive. The Ukraine
war and global energy crisis have taught the world about the dangers of over-dependence on
fossil fuels and fragile supply chains, pushing countries towards renewable energy and
diversification. Similarly, bitter lessons from terrorism, including 9/11, have reshaped global
security doctrines, intelligence cooperation, and counter-terrorism mechanisms.
In governance and administration, bitter experiences also play the role of accountability
triggers. Policy failures, scams, and crises often spark reform. The 2G spectrum and coal
allocation controversies led to greater transparency in resource allocation. The bitter public
anger over the Nirbhaya case of 2012 led to stricter laws for women’s safety, the creation of
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fast-track courts, and greater societal dialogue on gender sensitivity. These examples show
how even painful events can become milestones of progress.
Thus, bitter experiences are not merely scars of the past; they are catalysts of growth. They
challenge arrogance, compel reform, and provide enduring lessons. For individuals, they
nurture resilience; for societies, they drive reforms; for nations, they shape destiny. The role
of governance and civil services, therefore, is to ensure that the lessons of bitter experiences
are not forgotten but institutionalized into policy frameworks, laws, and social practices.
In conclusion, the sweetness of wisdom often emerges from the bitterness of adversity. Bitter
experiences, while painful, serve as the crucibles where strength, innovation, and progress
are forged. The test of individuals and nations lies not in avoiding adversity but in converting
adversity into opportunity, scars into strength, and failures into stepping stones. As India
marches towards its centenary of independence in 2047, it must remember that the best
lessons—be they in governance, economy, or social reform—are not learnt from comfort,
but from bitter experiences that compel transformation.

***

SECTION B
5. MUDDY WATER IS BEST CLEARED BY LEAVING IT ALONE.

Human life, society, and governance are often compared with the flow of water. At times,
waters get muddy—representing conflicts, crises, and turbulence. The ancient Chinese
philosopher Lao Tzu had said, “Muddy water is best cleared by leaving it alone.” This idea
reflects the wisdom that some problems are not solved through instant interference or
agitation but through patience, natural progression, and calm endurance. The statement has
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profound relevance not only to individuals but also to social relations, political systems,
constitutional governance, and international diplomacy.
At an individual level, this principle reminds us of the importance of patience in dealing with
emotional turmoil. A person experiencing grief, anger, or anxiety often makes matters worse
by overreacting. Psychologists affirm that acceptance, pause, and reflection allow mental
clarity to return naturally, just as muddy water settles down when left undisturbed. The
practice of mindfulness and meditation in India, inspired by Buddhist traditions, exemplifies
this wisdom: inner calm leads to external clarity.
In the political and constitutional domain, the principle finds expression in the Indian model
of governance. The framers of the Indian Constitution, led by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, were deeply
aware that society was marked by diversity, inequalities, and contradictions. Instead of
imposing abrupt changes, the Constitution adopted a gradualist approach. For instance,
Directive Principles of State Policy such as prohibition, uniform civil code, or equitable
distribution of resources were not made immediately enforceable. They were left to be
realized progressively, giving society time to adapt, much like leaving muddy water to settle
rather than stirring it forcefully.
The democratic process itself is an embodiment of this principle. Democratic institutions
function on debate, delay, and deliberation—sometimes frustratingly slow. Yet, this
“slowness” ensures stability. The Indian parliamentary system, judicial review, and federal
negotiations allow diverse voices to be heard before decisions are crystallized. Interference
by authoritarian impulses, on the other hand, often muddies the waters further. The
Emergency period of 1975–77 in India serves as a bitter reminder: when natural democratic
processes were forcefully interrupted, unrest and resentment intensified. It was only when
democracy was allowed to flow freely again that normalcy returned.
In governance and policy, the lesson of patience is equally significant. Consider economic
reforms in India. The liberalization of 1991 was not an overnight leap but the culmination of
years of gradual experimentation since the late 1970s and 80s. By leaving some aspects of
the economy to evolve naturally, India could balance growth with stability. Similarly, in social
policy, transformative schemes such as Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, Digital India, or Jal Jeevan
Mission have succeeded not by coercion but by creating awareness and allowing behavioural
change to take root over time. Behaviour change, like muddy water clearing, is most effective
when allowed to mature without excessive force.
The idea is also reflected in India’s administrative practices. For example, the Panchayati Raj
system empowers local communities to solve their issues organically rather than imposing
top-down solutions. Likewise, in conflict-prone regions like the North-East, governance
models have shifted from military solutions to development, dialogue, and autonomy—
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leaving space for communities themselves to find peace and clarity. The success of the Bodo
Accord (2020) reflects how patient negotiation rather than continuous intervention can bring
sustainable peace.
On the global stage, the principle is evident in diplomacy and international relations. The Cold
War rivalry between the USA and USSR saw decades of muddy waters of hostility. Yet, when
both sides eventually allowed détente and refrained from escalating conflicts, stability
returned. Similarly, India’s foreign policy of strategic patience with its neighbours often
reflects this wisdom. In dealing with Pakistan or China, India has at times chosen not to react
impulsively, instead adopting long-term strategic approaches that prevent escalation. The
1998 nuclear tests by India, initially condemned, were eventually accepted internationally
once the dust settled, showing that patience in diplomacy can turn crises into opportunities.
Yet, while the principle has great wisdom, it is not universally applicable. There are situations
where leaving muddy waters alone can worsen the crisis. In governance, inaction in the face
of injustice can perpetuate exploitation. For instance, social evils like untouchability or gender
inequality would not have disappeared by themselves if reformers and lawmakers hadmerely
waited. Dr. Ambedkar rightly cautioned against patience in the face of caste oppression,
arguing that “justice too long delayed is justice denied.” Similarly, environmental degradation
cannot be left unattended; proactive measures like the National Green Tribunal, Paris Climate
Agreement, and afforestation drives are urgently needed to prevent irreversible damage.
Thus, a balance must be struck between intervention and patience. The wisdom lies in
discerning which situations need immediate action and which demand time. For example,
during the COVID-19 pandemic, governments had to intervene swiftly through lockdowns,
vaccination drives, and welfare schemes. But simultaneously, the psychological trauma
caused by the pandemic required patience, healing, and resilience—something no immediate
policy could achieve.
From a philosophical lens, the idea resonates with Indian traditions. The Bhagavad Gita speaks
of equanimity and patience as virtues. Jain and Buddhist philosophies emphasize non-
interference and letting nature take its course. Mahatma Gandhi’s doctrine of Ahimsa (non-
violence) and Satyagraha exemplified the power of calm perseverance, where injustice was
resisted without aggression, allowing truth to prevail in time.
In contemporary times, the principle finds relevance in political discourse as well. Democratic
societies across the world are witnessing polarization, misinformation, and hyper-activism.
Sometimes, over-engagement with such negativity only magnifies it. By stepping back,
focusing on constructive agendas, and allowing time for public judgment, democracies can
self-correct. The fall of authoritarian regimes in several countries shows that when rulers
overplay their hand, public patience eventually clears the muddy waters of tyranny.
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To conclude, the metaphor of muddy water teaches a timeless lesson: clarity often emerges
not through restless agitation but through stillness and patience. In individual life, it
encourages calm reflection; in governance, it advocates gradualism; in diplomacy, it suggests
strategic patience; and in social reforms, it teaches the balance between action and
endurance. While passivity cannot be a universal solution, the art of knowing when to act and
when to step back is the essence of wise leadership. In a world full of turbulence, this principle
offers a guiding light: sometimes, the best way to solve a problem is not to stir it further but
to allow time, wisdom, and natural order to restore clarity.

***

6. THE YEARS TEACH MUCHWHICH THE DAYS NEVER KNOW.
Time is the greatest teacher of all, often imparting lessons that no single day can reveal. Each
passing day brings experiences, but it is the cumulative wisdom of years that shapes
perspective, resilience, and understanding. As the German poet Ralph Waldo Emerson once
reflected, “The years teach much which the days never know.” This thought captures the
essence of human growth—what we fail to grasp in the immediacy of amoment, we gradually
come to understand through the passage of time. The subtle distinction between daily
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experiences and the wisdom of years lies at the heart of maturity, governance, culture, and
civilization itself.
The human journey illustrates how time brings clarity. In the short term, decisions, struggles,
and joys may appear fragmented, even confusing. A day of failure seems like a catastrophe;
a day of success, the pinnacle of life. Yet, as years roll by, both failure and success take their
rightful place asmere chapters in a larger story. For instance, Mahatma Gandhi’s early failures
in South Africa appeared insignificant at the time, yet those very struggles taught him the
power of non-violent resistance that transformed India’s freedom struggle. In hindsight, the
years showed what the days could not—the hidden meaning of his experiences.
History too is a testimony to this truth. Nations and societies do not evolve overnight; they
require decades, even centuries, to learn lessons that single moments cannot impart. The
horrors of the World Wars, for instance, could not be comprehended in the days of battle
itself. Only in the years that followed did humanity realize the futility of such destruction,
leading to the creation of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and
multilateral frameworks for peace. Similarly, the Partition of India in 1947 was seen in those
days as a political settlement, but the years have revealed its deep human cost, shaping
subsequent discourses on pluralism, federalism, and reconciliation.
In governance, the principle resonates strongly. Policies and schemes announced in a single
day rarely reveal their full impact immediately. Years are needed to assess their true value.
The Right to Education Act of 2009, for example, did not transform schools overnight, but
over the years it has expanded access to education for millions of children. Likewise, schemes
such as MGNREGA or Ayushman Bharat initially faced criticism and logistical hurdles, yet with
time, their impact in rural employment and healthcare access has become evident. The days
bring doubts; the years bring perspective.
At a personal level, bitter experiences often unfold their meaning only after time has passed.
A failure in examinations or setbacks in careers may seem crushing in the moment, but as
years progress, they instil resilience and direction. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s struggles against
caste discrimination in his youth could have been seen as days of despair. But the years
transformed them into a source of strength, enabling him to draft India’s Constitution with
an uncompromising vision of justice, equality, and liberty. The maturity gained over years
gave his thoughts both depth and permanence.
In constitutional and democratic terms, too, this idea finds resonance. The makers of the
Indian Constitution embedded Directive Principles of State Policy as non-justiciable goals,
knowing well that their realization would not happen in days but in decades of governance.
Today, after seventy-nine years of independence, those principles—such as free education,
healthcare, and social justice—are progressively realized through welfare programs and
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rights-based legislation. The years are proving what the framers foresaw but the days could
not implement.
The principle also applies to international relations. Daily conflicts, diplomatic tensions, or
economic disputes often obscure the deeper patterns of cooperation that only time reveals.
The European Union, once a fractured continent of rivalries, is now a union of peace and
prosperity built over decades. Similarly, India’s Look East and Act East policies seemedmodest
in their early days but, over years, have transformed into significant pillars of regional
integration and economic diplomacy.
On a cultural level, traditions themselves are the distilled lessons of years. A single ritual or
custom may seem meaningless in isolation, but centuries of practice embed collective
wisdom—values of sustainability, community, and resilience. For instance, India’s traditional
water harvesting systems, long ignored in the days of modern infrastructure, are now being
rediscovered in the years of ecological crisis as vital models of sustainability.
Even science and technology affirm the same principle. Daily experiments often end in
failures, yet over years they create revolutions. The Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan missions
by ISRO were not results of a single day’s work but of decades of patient learning, failures,
and incremental progress. Similarly, the success of India’s digital revolution through Aadhaar,
UPI, and Digital India initiatives demonstrates how years of experimentation and adaptation
can create systems unimaginable in their early days.
There is also a psychological and philosophical dimension. The immediacy of days often
breeds impatience, impulsiveness, and short-sightedness. But years cultivate patience,
reflection, and foresight. As Confucius said, “It does not matter how slowly you go, as long as
you do not stop.” The journey of years ensures depth of character and understanding, which
fleeting moments cannot.
However, a counter-perspective is worth noting. Not all lessons require years; sometimes a
single day can transform lives and societies. The tragic Bhopal Gas Tragedy of 1984 or the
9/11 attacks in the United States taught humanity in a single day about industrial safety and
global terrorism. Yet, even in such cases, it is the years that deepen and institutionalize those
lessons into laws, policies, and collective memory. Thus, days may shock and awaken, but
years nurture and sustain wisdom.
The contemporary world also offers ample examples. The COVID-19 pandemic initially
appeared as a health crisis in its early days, but the years that followed taught humankind
about resilience, digital adaptation, public health infrastructure, and the interconnectedness
of global supply chains. Likewise, climate change warnings given daily often go unheard, but
decades of environmental degradation have now convinced governments, businesses, and
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civil societies to act decisively, as reflected in the Paris Climate Agreement and India’s
ambitious renewable energy targets.
In conclusion, the essence of life lies not in the fleeting events of days but in the cumulative
wisdom of years. Days may bring us experiences, but years transform them into lessons. This
truth applies equally to individuals, societies, nations, and civilizations. The wisdom of years
enables us to transcend short-term impulses, recognize the patterns of history, and create
enduring institutions. As India marches into the future, celebrating its democratic journey,
scientific achievements, and social transformations, it is worth remembering that time itself
is the greatest teacher. The years teach much which the days never know, and it is in this
patient unfolding of life that true wisdom, resilience, and progress reside.

***

7. IT IS BEST TO SEE LIFE AS A JOURNEY, NOT AS A DESTINATION.
Life is often compared to a road with countless turns, ascents, descents, and crossroads. For
many, the temptation is to treat it as a destination—a final point of arrival where happiness,
success, or fulfilment resides. Yet, the deeper wisdom of human experience, philosophy, and
even governance shows that it is not the final station that defines us, but the journey itself.
To see life as a journey and not a destination is to embrace growth, resilience, and meaning
in the present moment rather than chasing elusive end points.
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The Bhagavad Gita speaks of nishkama karma, action without attachment to results. This
philosophy itself reflects that life’s true essence lies in the pursuit of action, growth, and
dharma, not in clinging to a fixed end. Similarly, Gautam Buddha emphasised the “middle
path” which sees living itself as a process of learning and evolving rather than obsessing over
liberation alone. Even in Western philosophy, Ralph Waldo Emerson remarked, “Life is a
journey, not a destination.” Such thoughts across civilizations echo the same wisdom—when
we focus only on destinations, we miss the beauty and lessons of the road.
History provides ample evidence of this truth. India’s freedom struggle was not merely about
attaining independence in 1947; it was also about the transformative journey of forging unity,
resilience, and democratic values. Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi reminded the nation that
swaraj was not just political freedom, but self-discipline and social reform—a continuous
journey. Likewise, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s struggles for social justice were not about a single
legislative victory but about laying down constitutional principles of equality, liberty, and
fraternity which continue to guide India’s ongoing democratic journey.
In governance too, the idea of life as a journey finds resonance. The Indian Constitution itself
envisions a process of continuous realisation of rights and justice through Directive Principles
of State Policy. Goals such as universal education, gender equality, or sustainable
development were never meant to be destinations achieved once and for all, but ongoing
processes requiring effort, innovation, and resilience. Policies like Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
Digital India, or Atmanirbhar Bharat illustrate this philosophy. Their success does not lie in a
final declaration of completion but in the journey of behavioural change, institutional
strengthening, and citizen participation they initiate.
The same holds true at the individual level. A student preparing for civil services may believe
success lies only in clearing the examination. But often, the journey of preparation—acquiring
knowledge, building discipline, cultivating resilience—becomes more transformative than
the final result itself. As Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam once said, “Dreams are not what you see when
you sleep, dreams are those that don’t let you sleep.” The pursuit of those dreams enriches
life far more than their mere attainment.
Bitter experiences and failures, too, become milestones in the journey. Schemes like
MGNREGA or the Right to Education Act emerged because past decades exposed the bitter
reality of poverty and illiteracy. India’s public health resilience during the COVID-19 pandemic
was not a destination but a journey of learning through crisis—improving digital health
systems, vaccine research, and community participation. In global governance too, the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) embody this philosophy: they are not fixed endpoints
but evolving commitments requiring nations to walk together continuously.
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Yet, there is also a counter-perspective. In competitive societies, destinations often providemotivation and focus. Without goals, journeys may drift into complacency. An athlete trainsfor years to achieve a medal; a scientist may persevere to discover a cure. But even in thesecases, what sustains them is not just the end but the journey of discipline, trial, and discovery.The medal or the cure is only the peak; the climb defines the true strength. Thus, destinationscan be milestones, but life’s meaning is rooted in the path itself.
To see life as a journey also cultivates humility and patience. Muddy waters, as Lao Tzusuggested, clear best when left alone. Similarly, conflicts—whether in personal life, politics,or international relations—often need time and continuous engagement rather than hurried“end solutions.” Peace in South Africa under Nelson Mandela or reconciliation in post-warEurope was not the result of a single treaty but of long journeys of forgiveness, dialogue, andinstitution-building.
In contemporary India, entrepreneurship, start-ups, and innovation ecosystems embody thespirit of journey. The government’s “Startup India” mission was not designed as a one-timeevent but as an evolving journey to nurture ideas, provide funding, and create markets.Failures in start-ups are not dead ends but stepping stones in the journey of innovation.Similarly, in sustainability and climate change, the journey matters more than declaring fixeddeadlines; gradual transitions, local experiments, and citizen participation shape trueprogress.
Ultimately, to see life as a journey is to remain open to growth, to value the process, and tostay resilient amid uncertainty. The years teach much that the days never know; the longpassage of time deepens wisdom in a way no single event or destination can. Life as a journeyreminds us that learning never ends, that every stage brings its lessons, and that meaning iswoven not in reaching but in moving, not in grasping but in becoming.
As Rabindranath Tagore beautifully wrote, “You cannot cross the sea merely by standing and
staring at the water.” Life demands that we sail, that we embrace the winds and storms, that
we cherish the voyage itself. The destination may give momentary joy, but the journey gives
life its texture, depth, and fulfilment. To live well is therefore not to rush towards the end but
to walk consciously, to learn constantly, and to create meaning at every step. In the final
analysis, it is indeed best to see life as a journey, not as a destination—for the path itself is
the true home of human spirit.

***
8. CONTENTMENT IS NATURAL WEALTH, LUXURY IS ARTIFICIAL POVERTY

“Contentment is natural wealth; luxury is artificial poverty.” These immortal words of
Socrates echo across centuries, reminding humanity of a truth often forgotten in the race of
desires. In a world where material success is frequently equated with happiness, the idea that
true wealth lies not in possessions but in contentment appears counterintuitive, yet
profoundly transformative.
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Human history is replete with examples where societies flourished not merely because of
material affluence but because of values, contentment, and balance. Contentment generates
gratitude, peace, and inner stability, while the blind pursuit of luxury often leads to
restlessness, competition, and a sense of emptiness. This paradox lies at the heart of human
existence.
Contentment, in its essence, means the ability to remain satisfied with what one has, without
falling prey to endless craving. It does not advocate passivity or rejection of progress, but
rather a sense of proportion, a state where desires are aligned with values, ethics, and
purpose. Luxury, on the other hand, is not simply about comfort; it often symbolizes excess,
the pursuit of external validation, and the creation of artificial needs. When luxury becomes
the goal, poverty of spirit follows, because no amount of external wealth can fill the void of
unending desire.
Indian philosophical traditions have always placed contentment at the core of life. The
Upanishads teach: “Santosham param sukham” – true happiness lies in contentment. The
Bhagavad Gita highlights equanimity and moderation as the ideal way of life, where neither
indulgence nor deprivation governs human conduct. Gandhiji carried forward this wisdom,
declaring, “The world has enough for everyone’s needs, but not for everyone’s greed.” In
contrast, luxury, based on unrestrained greed, breeds inequality, exploitation, and moral
decline.
Contentment is not stagnation; rather, it provides strength for resilience. A content person is
not easily shaken by failures nor intoxicated by success. Modern psychology also supports
this: gratitude and contentment are strongly correlated with mental health, reduced stress,
and higher well-being. Nations with high material prosperity but low satisfaction often
struggle with depression, anxiety, and social alienation—illustrating that luxury without inner
wealth leads to artificial poverty of the soul.
The Indian Constitution also resonates with this principle. Directive Principles such as
equitable distribution of resources, minimization of inequalities, and promotion of welfare
reflect the vision of a society where contentment and dignity are prioritized over sheer luxury
and consumerism. Excessive luxury in a few hands while millions live in deprivation is, in
constitutional spirit, a form of artificial poverty for the nation. True development, therefore,
must aim at inclusive prosperity where contentment is widespread, not limited luxuries for
the few.
Globally, too, this paradox is evident. The 2008 financial crisis was not triggered by scarcity
but by the excesses of luxury, speculation, and greed. Societies chasing consumerism
relentlessly face ecological crises. Climate change is the direct consequence of artificial needs
created by luxury consumption. In contrast, movements toward sustainable living,
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minimalism, and “gross national happiness” (as practiced in Bhutan) represent a recognition
that contentment is the real wealth worth pursuing.
Contemporary India offers both lessons and warnings. On one hand, initiatives like Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Ayushman Bharat, and rural livelihood missions aim to ensure basic
dignity and foster security, which are foundations of contentment. On the other hand, the
growing culture of conspicuous consumption, urban materialism, and rising inequality
threaten to create artificial poverty in spirit despite material growth. The young generation is
especially vulnerable to equating luxury brands, gadgets, and social media approval with
happiness, only to find themselves trapped in dissatisfaction.
The ethical and moral aspects are central here. Luxury often creates moral poverty because
it fosters comparison, jealousy, and selfishness. A luxurious lifestyle may look enviable from
outside, but if it generates greed, arrogance, or isolation, it leads to spiritual emptiness.
Conversely, a life of moderation, guided by contentment, strengthens virtues like humility,
compassion, and empathy. A society that values contentment over luxury will naturally
prioritize social justice, equality, and harmony.
There is also a political dimension. Governance and policy must guard against the culture of
luxury-driven inequality. Welfare states, through redistributive justice, attempt to balance
this paradox. Internationally, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reflect humanity’s
recognition that excessive consumption patterns, driven by luxury, are unsustainable and
destructive. The global North-South divide also highlights how luxurious lifestyles in
developed countries create artificial scarcity and poverty in resource-rich but exploited
regions. Contentment-based models of development—sustainable agriculture, renewable
energy, community-based living—present a more balanced path forward.
However, there exists a counterview. Critics argue that luxury fuels innovation, economic
activity, and aspirational goals. Without aspiration for more, civilizations may not progress.
Luxury industries employ millions and generate wealth. Yet, the distinction must be made:
aspiration and progress are not synonymous with blind luxury. Aspiration aligned with values
can uplift societies, while luxury as an end in itself corrodes them. The ideal, therefore, is not
to shun growth but to root it in contentment, ensuring balance.
From an international perspective, the pandemic of 2020 was a profound lesson. It stripped
away superficial luxuries and forced humanity to recognize the wealth of health, family,
nature, and community. Contentment in small joys, simple living, and resilience became the
real currency of survival, while luxury goods stood irrelevant in the face of existential crisis.
This global experience reaffirms that contentment is timeless wealth, while luxury is fragile,
artificial, and transient.
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To conclude, the wisdom of Socrates remains ever relevant. Luxury without purpose creates
a poverty that no riches can cure, while contentment, even with modest means, generates a
wealth beyond measure. The challenge for individuals, societies, and nations lies in striking
this balance—progress without greed, prosperity without arrogance, and simplicity without
stagnation. True wealth is not the abundance of possessions, but the abundance of peace. In
the words of the Buddha, “Contentment is the greatest treasure.” If India, and indeed the
world, embraces contentment as the foundation of policy, ethics, and personal life, then
prosperity will not be a hollow luxury but a shared and sustainable wealth.

***

LAST-MINUTE ESSAY TOOLKIT – UPSC ORIENTED
1. Golden Principles for Essays

 Introduction: Start with a quote, anecdote, or paradox that connects to the theme.
Keep it short, impactful.

 Body:
o Move from abstract to concrete (philosophy → society → governance →
global → personal).
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o Show balance: both sides, counterpoints, ethical dilemmas.
o Include examples: history, contemporary issues, policies, thinkers, personal
values.

 Conclusion: Be forward-looking, optimistic, and universal. Leave examiner with a
“thought to carry home”.

2. Standard Essay Flow (Can Adapt to Any Topic)
1. Introduction – Quote, story, or paradox
2. Philosophical/Ethical Aspect – connect to human nature, morality, wisdom
3. Indian Constitutional/Administrative Aspect – relevance to justice, rights,
governance, policy

4. Socio-Economic Aspect – inequality, welfare, development
5. Global/Comparative Aspect – international perspective, UN SDGs, global debates
6. Contemporary Examples – events, schemes, crises, reforms (last 5 years esp.)
7. Counter-View / Criticism – acknowledge opposite perspective briefly
8. Personal/Practical Dimension – daily life, youth, values, technology
9. Conclusion – harmony, hope, vision of better society

3. Ready-to-Use Opening Lines
 “As Albert Camus observed, life is the sum of all our choices. Essays ask us to pause

and reflect on these choices at individual and collective levels.”
 “In a world of unprecedented speed, essays compel us to step back and examine

timeless truths that shape our humanity.”
 “India, with its civilizational wisdom and constitutional vision, offers a unique prism

to interpret the meaning of progress and purpose.”

4. Ready-to-Use Closing Lines
 “Thus, the answer lies not in extremes, but in balance — a balance that sustains both

human dignity and collective progress.”
 “As we navigate the 21st century, it is not enough to add years to life; we must add

life to years.”
 “The ultimate destination of every debate is not victory, but wisdom. That is the spirit

of India, and that is the essence of this essay.”
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5. Quick Memory Triggers (Essay Enhancers)
 Quotes:

o Gandhi: “Earth provides enough to satisfy every man’s need, but not every
man’s greed.”

o Tagore: “Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn is still dark.”
o Aristotle: “We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a

habit.”
 Schemes: Digital India, Skill India, Atmanirbhar Bharat, Jal JeevanMission, Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao, SDGs.

 Examples: Chandrayaan-3, Pandemic management, Global climate debates, AI ethics,
Startups boom.

6. Probable Essay Topics for Next Year (Practice Set for Students)
(Designed based on recent trends, philosophical + governance + ethics themes)
1. Philosophical / Ethical

o “Technology is a useful servant but a dangerous master.”
o “Happiness is not something ready-made; it comes from your actions.”
o “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

2. Socio-Economic / Development
o “Inclusive growth is the true measure of development.”
o “Climate justice is intergenerational justice.”
o “Artificial Intelligence: Promise or Peril for Humanity?”

3. Indian Context / Governance
o “Federalism is the strength of Indian democracy.”
o “Public trust is the foundation of good governance.”
o “The future of India lies in villages, but the youth dreams of cities.”

4. Global / Contemporary
o “Borders are political, but humanity is universal.”
o “Globalization without values is merely exploitation.”
o “War is failure of diplomacy; peace is victory of dialogue.”

7. Practice Strategy for Students
 Write 3 full essays per month (1000–1200 words).
 Write 2 short outlines per week (10–12 mins each).
 After writing, read aloud your intro + conclusion→ judge if it leaves an impact.



UPSC Mains 2025: Analysis & Model Essays

Page 30 of 35

 Always balance philosophical depth with real-world examples.

✅With this toolkit, a student can walk into the exam hall with:
 Templates in mind (to structure any essay).
 Ready quotes/examples (to sprinkle in writing).
 Practice topics (to reduce anxiety and improve speed).

***

📝 Last-Minute Essay Toolkit
1. Essay Structure Formula (Golden Rule – 20/80)

 Intro (10-15%) → Start with a quote, anecdote, contemporary fact, or constitutional
principle. Define the topic clearly.

 Body (70-75%)→ Build arguments in a flow:
o Philosophical / Ethical Aspect
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o Historical / Cultural Aspect
o Constitutional / Political Aspect (Indian context)
o Governance & Policy (schemes, initiatives)
o Social & Economic Angle
o Global / International Perspective
o Counter-arguments / Limitations

 Conclusion (10-15%) → Forward-looking, optimistic, solution-oriented. End with a
quote, vision, or futuristic idea.

2. 10 Quick Intro Ideas (Memorize 2–3 for exam)
 “AsMahatma Gandhi said, ‘The world has enough for everyone’s need, but not enough

for everyone’s greed.’”
 “The Indian Constitution is not just a legal document, but a social contract reflecting
the aspirations of a welfare state.”

 “History is testimony that ideas shape civilizations more than weapons.”
 “In an era of globalization and digital revolution, the meaning of progress is being
constantly redefined.”

 “Tagore oncewrote, ‘Faith is the bird that feels the light when the dawn is still dark.’”
 3. 5 Ready-to-Use Conclusion Lines
 “The journey of India’s democracy shows that while challenges remain, our collectiveresolve ensures a brighter future.”
 “True wealth lies not in possessions but in values that guide humanity.”
 “The vision of Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas resonates with the need for inclusive,sustainable progress.”
 “As the 21st century unfolds, India must balance tradition with modernity,contentment with ambition, and ideals with pragmatism.”
 “In the end, life is not about reaching a destination, but about enriching the journeywith meaning and service.”

4. Examples Students Should Keep Ready
 Schemes/Initiatives→ Digital India, Skill India, Ayushman Bharat, Jal Jeevan Mission,
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, National Education Policy 2020.

 Recent Events → G20 India Presidency (2023), Chandrayaan-3, AI revolution, COP
climate commitments, Women’s Reservation Bill 2023.
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 Indian Values → Gandhian philosophy, Swami Vivekananda, Constitution’s Directive
Principles, Sarvodaya, Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

 Global References → UN Sustainable Development Goals, Paris Climate Agreement,
Martin Luther King Jr., Mandela, Confucius.

5. Do’s & Don’ts (Scoring Tips)
✅ Do balance philosophical + practical aspects.
✅ Do use quotes, constitution, policies, global linkages.
✅ Do keep writing lucid, logical, and positive.
❌ Don’t make it one-sided.
❌ Don’t overload with data/facts (use selectively).
❌ Don’t leave without conclusion (examiner notices immediately).

📌 Practice Essay Topics for Next Year
Philosophical / Ethical
1. Knowledge without character is dangerous.
2. Happiness is not an ideal of reason but of imagination.
3. Freedom is not the absence of restraints, but the presence of self-discipline.
4. A society grows great when old men plant trees whose shade they know they shall
never sit in.

5. Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.
Indian Constitution / Governance
6. Democracy and Development: Friends or Foes?
7. The Indian Constitution: A living document of social justice.
8. Technology and Governance: Empowering citizens or creating new inequalities?
9. Cooperative federalism is the way forward for India’s unity and progress.
10. Ethics in public life: The foundation of good governance.

Contemporary / Global
11. Artificial Intelligence: Promise or Peril for Humanity?
12. Climate change and sustainable development: Reconciling growth with
responsibility.
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13. Globalisation vs Atmanirbhar Bharat: Finding the right balance.
14. Social media: Democratization of voice or chaos of noise?
15. Women empowerment: From slogans to substantive change.

***

📝 Essay Exam Checklist
1. Before Writing

✅ Read the topic 3 times carefully – identify key terms.
✅ Decide the exact demand – analytical, argumentative, philosophical, policy-oriented.
✅ Brainstorm for 10–12 minutes – jot down points.
✅ Choose one central theme – avoid scattered approach.
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✅ Think of examples from: Constitution, governance, ethics, history, international
affairs, contemporary events.

2. Structure of Essay
 Introduction

o Start with a quote, story, incident, or question.
o Define key terms in simple words.
o Establish the scope of discussion.

 Body
o Organize logically (past–present–future / philosophical–practical /individual–society–nation–world).
o Provide balanced arguments – pros & cons if applicable.
o Use Constitutional provisions, policies, thinkers, global parallels.
o Integrate ethics, morality, values.
o Sprinkle in current affairs examples.

 Conclusion
o Be forward-looking & optimistic.
o End with visionary quote, Indian wisdom, or policy ideal.
o Summarize core insight of essay in 2–3 lines.

3. Language & Style
 ✅Write in simple, clear, formal language.
 ✅ Avoid clichés, overuse of quotes, or jargon.
 ✅ Use short paragraphs (100–120 words each).
 ✅Maintain neutral, balanced tone – not extreme.
 ✅ Stick to 1200–1300 words.

4. Content Tips
 Constitution & Governance – Fundamental Rights, DPSPs, Preamble.
 Philosophy & Ethics – Gandhi, Vivekananda, Buddha, Ambedkar.
 International – UN, SDGs, global leaders, climate change.
 Contemporary – AI, social media, democracy, India’s G20 role.
 Society – gender, education, healthcare, youth, inequality.

5. Final 5-Minute Checklist
 ✅ Title written clearly.
 ✅ Flow: intro → body → conclusion intact.
 ✅ Arguments are balanced, not one-sided.
 ✅ Enough examples & quotes (2–3 strong ones).
 ✅ End with a hopeful, solution-oriented note.
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⚡ Remember:
“AN ESSAY IS NOT ABOUT WHAT YOU KNOW, BUT ABOUT HOW YOU

CONNECT IDEAS.”
WRITE WITH CLARITY, BALANCE, AND OPTIMISM.


